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‘CONFIDENTIAL

THE BERLIN WALL

Berlin wall 1o nov a fact of 1ife. Tt has and vill contims to have

reane: a
\m s Sty inor in character and Wil have Titele effect on the fction-

Bvolution of the Wall
porder betusen Bat Berlin and tet Berlin s adepted by the Brspesn
througn

ihese 1iaii
iGie of stracts or futs threugh buildings and acrove plots of 1and

Bven before 13 August 1961, all strests that crossed the border were block-

24 0 vehieular traffic or ver A1lance by Bas: Folice. Ve-
cular traffic was checked but restriotion on vas linited to an
occasiona spot check. The S-Bahn (elovated electric railroad) and the U-Bahn

¢ eleotric rai crossed x at several pos

1road) also

Although there were facilities for inspection and control

restrictions as were applied were relatively ineffective, as the nusber
refugees attested.

The senling of crossing points betveen Bast and West Berlin began before
daybreak on 13 August.

nis when he conpere:
Vel of Grlzs.” 0o 1b Soptesber the Speidauer Vollsblast reforred to the
barriors as "o Wall of Shame.” The Citle vas adopted readily and bas been
e ramentiy sinee O i

At firsty seversl o the croseiag points along the border vere blocked by
o single roid of concortinn tarbed strest

£ a1y,
52 xpedients began to sasume the character of the ohetacle nox
the "vall.”

e ovlving AL and 1te rigia controly prompted several dramtic cocapes

by craining throuh the barriers.  The Tast German nuthorities responded by

restoring the destrayed portions and tightening security slong the vall, Such

efforts did not reduce appreciably the mumber of bre: , o on 19 -
‘abe sonsipuction Stfort Vas crganived mad barriers sorose
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Lty srees of eaoupe vere ceintoroed. A fiamd aresomnio of sctirity v

aastroyed;
Songuaras with mote Stfective Fieids of cheervation ana Tire

mcurrent vith the sealing of the borlor betueen soctors, the Zast German

authorisics cightencd security the sector/zonal uble vire

Tences, Ploved SUrips, wutch overes nd bunkers vere construstody and redi

dents lere evacuated.’ The borders Of st Berbin are nov a3 Lightly, 1f ot
‘tightly, sealed as the internationsl boundaries alon

Characteristics of the Wall

e popiac dsigmtion of the erie brrier sysien sl th excior
border o e wail Sone Tatoe Iaprescions:  Actiaily, the vail
12" eymten'of harriers ant abetructions of ey Alfferent ety Bt &
Singier wmizors Teature: o, 5 cntire Longth of 3 Eilemetsrs
{ahout 26-1/5 Ziteaty 5t closely pare ot aiways otneide with
She sector boudary. For sbout 25 Kiloneters or 65 percant. of S0 Length the
i1 Sraverses arcks that are bULLE p on ohe oF both sides. Th 15 in the
T eeotion that moet of e man s boen busls. The 7est of the

g

o the & border,
iring has consisted mainly of renoving orchande, gandenss Lock shels, and
2 relatively saail momber of private homss.

Tn the heart of the eity the wall consists almost entirely of masonry or
the sealed facades of bulldings. This stretch, about 13-1/2 kilometers long,
extends fro just south of Bormholmer Strasse o Sehilling Brilcke, except for
about 1-1/3 Kilamsters vhere the vater barriers foraing the bowdary are par-
s11eled by barbed-wire fc

trongest part of the vall 1o ot the Brandenburg Gate. llrs pre
fabricated conorete slabs have be

hign feet thick vl reinforcos stech poste B sout
of the o e the mas made of prefebricated concrete
slabe sbout 1 foot thick. At sharp a s, smaller con-
crete b used: 2150 used to add extra he parts of
. averages B foet high, but along Pernsuer Strasse

parts of 1t are 10 feet high, the French temstery, even higher. Gen-
- 1 15 topped by Y-shaped iron rods strung with barbed vire. Pre-
viously existing have boen used as prinary barriers in those areas of the
eit re conventently situsted and suitedly o ied. Barved

o ome cases, broken placs have been added. Hers aloo

Masonry bar:
cxsema £ st b3 ktlonaters alon the vertern edge of Traptov and for
alnost equal length around the VEB Borgman-Borsig plant in Wilhe:
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Rosd blocks now wall off all but 7 of the 80 former bordsr-crossing pointe.
At these authortaed crossing polnts, obstructions have been placed acrons the

Foruing a muce vich relabively parrov openings <o faciiitete control of
et

barriors consisting of beawy steel tripode anchored fa the Toad vith

cenent back up the masonry wall at several places. One strotch of tank barri-

crs runs frax Voss Strasse south of the Relthstag rutns 4o Stresecemn Strasse.
x

e
on Sevastian Surasne, and alon
Seninnol.

S-Bahn tracks betveen Wilhemsrub and

Wnerever the border in Berlin follovs along vaterways (a total of 13.3
Kiloneters), the barrier characteristics of the vatervay have boen exploited,
Fave et retnforeed on cue or both banka by bbed-vire fences und o

by stone valls. Stationary or mobile guard posts provide additional
Railr ‘i yacds, vRich parailel e intracity border
for abeut 10,3 kilometers, fave basbed-vire Tences on one or both
one places rail enbaninents also have been exploited as barri

Mhere 1o conptderable wariety in the vay fonces are amployed a8 bared
ers. Tn some places they are the
Suibsiatary ovstacies. The barbea-vire fences

a wire mounted on sturdy reinforced concrate post
they are erected tn a systen of 2, 3, or b
e fances may be iighted at nignt.

Link fences are topped by barbed wire. Barbed-wire coils are nov used i
back up primry barriers

bichs, cloared arsas ave boon estublished to peris better con-
o1 of the Mrricra. Foraer garden colonies - ouch as Sehtnbols, Drola,
Spacthsfelde, Grusnack, and An Rel = have bese claared of tuu, ool
sheds, or anyining elée hat mignt hstract the view Teom. the obac

1. these physical barriors are policad ty o large complesent of Soviet
and o East. Gorean security personnel. The guards are dispoed in bof
i

B 0. Sietionmry posts. melute a rsbor of ohetr-
vation posts at strategic points, particularly in suburban and semirural
s W city, chacrvation posts are also located on the
some builatngs. rman bservation post has e
been eatablished on the facade of the Church of the Atonement. Other
stationary poste guard sensitive and ble aress, prinarily street
intersections. Mobile guards patrol the barriers. Their ty -~ the

uncertainty a3 o their location at any given noment
cal barriers with additionsl security.

e of the wall, boundary has acquired the aura of an
iaternational boudery +iihout & change.tn 163 Logat. chates- Tt Pemceions
effectively and 1o now almost as much a part of the Iron Curtain as any of
e legally recognized internabi:

me 23

be used in inplenenting the new Bast Gersan customs law vhen finally enacted,

15 another step, 1n the Girection of MKIRG the seetor boumdary Amction a6
an international boundary.

Fricorichstrasee

s o
Boraholserstrasse
Hotarich Hotne Strasse

Eisen
WEST BERLTVERS QLY Remersirasse
Chausses:
Invalidenstragse

* Authorized Bast Germane and East
prenamby can cros st axy bordr poiats e
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OBSERVATION TOWERS ALONG THE SECTOR BORDER
BETWEEN EAST AND WEST BERLIN

(© Bewoon Blonfader Chauses and. Scildoner Wog (o)~
(23 v, 1961,
() rthe cure in Haupsrs in ool 600 from the sactor

) boundory
7 () inhe fcory arsa o VED Borgmonnrg rerhwet of SBahnl
yei Wilhelmsruh there are 4 tawers. (2 are old, the third was pul up about
4 3 O 1961 e 4w pur op bt 21 Nov. 1961

7 (© st northocrt o h S-S Wollstrs (12 Do 196

Fi (B i tho cometry 00 norh ofSendhgtrac (5 Nov. 19611,

(© On the dreinage cncl batwaan frirchen- and Trptower ricks
(15 Nov. 1961).
@ at Traptower bracke (17 Nev, 1961
® omitinpore 28 Now, 1561
i (B Teplow th cornr of Hdebarer i (5 D, 1961
afen B 9 S, 1967
(@) Betwean Maranto Biicke and Erms Koller Bricke about 400m from
he Teltow Canal. {11 Jan. 1956},
() 300m norh of Massanta Bricke {15 Doc. 1961
(B) Neer okt cpposte e U Ay neiin i o
(Sepr. 1961),
- (B) 500 rothosr o th foncion o Darciclr Swase v th sactor
i boundary (Rudow). (12 Sept. 1961).
ss0 262

BERLIN

X—— Barbad wire fence ) — pasonry wall
~———=Chain link fance anassn Walled up buitding
i Barbed wire coll (concarting) vaseaiaan

® turer

xxx Tank barrier

Cleared st and (or) ditches

f Observrion tower

B Croning poit for Wert Berliners
WG
B, Crosing poin for West Garmams

DPL L Crassing point for accupation forces
T dimlomotic corpe

Bace map—AMS 1:2,000 seriss M341 13t

Scale pronisits precise representation of the widih of the bariees,
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e this phar

a very effactive barrier.
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SECRET

29 March 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR: 25X1A

SUBJECT: ORR Study of Berlin Wall

1. Several weeks ago an ORR Geographic Study of the
Berlin Wall was received by the Berlin Task Force and
greatly appreciated. At the time the Task Force requested &M
an updating of this study and its reissue classified no cz2-/
higher than "Official Use Only" if at all possible.
Distribution by the Task Force both in the U.S. and to
members of the Quadripartite Subgroups would thereby
be possible.

2. I would like therefore to request that a second
edition of the Study on the Berlin wall be made, to include
information up to 31 March. The map information should be
brought up to date and completed. The text should be
omitted or should cover only such matters as would be of
particular interest to persons who have been working for
some time on the Berlin problem. (The text of the original
edition was a good introduction to the Berlin wall but not
particularly needed by persons who have been working on the #~4/
problem.) Photographs, if any, should also be brought up ‘3, 2004
to date or, if anything, made more numerous in lieu of text.

3. I would appreciate being notified of an approximate

completion date for this revision. which should he forwarded
to the Berlin Task Force 25X1
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1.
2,

: 3?
ko
5.

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Geography Division, CRR

Project Initiation Menmvrandum

Projeot No.: 63,2005
3 April 1962

Subject of Proposed Project: The Berlin Wall

Statement of Problem: A layout including a map of the East-West Berlin

gector border and photographs of critical points, together with ex-

planatory text, to be published. The object is to update the information
contained in CIA/RR GM 62-1 to 31 March or later. This would not be &
Geographic Intelligence Memorandum, however, and textual material will 25X1
be held to a minimm,

Requester: Berlin Task Force,

Responsible Analysts [ |GG/E 25X1A
Kind and Extent of Cooperation Desired From:

25X1

7.
8?
9

10,

Apprqvéd:

Chief, Geographic Research —  Tate

Estimated Manhours in D/GG:  LO
Probable Completion Date: k May 1962
Probable Form of Final Publication: CIA/RR GPN

Recommendations for Distribution of Finlshed Report: To requester and
reciplents of GM 62-1.

Comments: Classification to be no higher than For Official Use Only.

25X1A

Acting Chief, Geography Divislon

el e Gy C2-1

ot : IAWR -
Ty e s 000100290001-4
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